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Meanwhile Birkenhead took a great deal of trouble to secure
for me an order to do Mr. Asquith for the Oxford Union. He
wrote to various Asquithian friends and old Oxford Unionites to
contribute towards a fund for this purpose. For a desperately
busy man (he was Lord Chancellor at the time) and one as
impersonal as he usually appeared to be, I was greatly touched.
I had known him ever since I was a girl, but it was only now
that I learnt to appreciate the qualities that had endeared him to
Winston for so many years.
Although sardonic in humour, intolerant, and an implacable
enemy, he was capable of the most tender solicitude for his
friends.
VIII
I had known Mr. Asquith before I married, but in the interval
of years we had lost touch. It required a good deal of persua-
sion on the part of F.E. to make him sit for me. He said that
three famous artists had done him and failed, and he did not
believe that I should do any better. Thus encouraged, I set
to work and Mr. Asquith sat sulkily at first, his whole attitude
being " Well, here I am—but it's quite useless."
If Winston had jibbed at sitting, at least he never seemed to
doubt my capability. But harder than Winston's restlessness
was Mr. Asquith's passive resistance and determined disbelief.
If only people realized how their psychologic attitude reacts
subconsciously on the artist, making the work either harder or
easier ! Mr. Asquith made it as hard as possible. I exhausted
.myself trying not onjly to make a promising start in order to
dispel his pessimism, but at the same time endeavouring to
entertain him so that he should become less rigid and more
sympathetic. I do not think that most artists consider this
sufficiently. They give themselves to the work only and care
nothing for their sitters, with the result that " posing " has
become a synonym for boredom.
I have always managed to preserve a dual interest in my day
and in my sitter. It is wearying, even maddening at times, but
it pays in the end. To provoke them into talking, to say just
the necessary word to keep the talk flowing and my sitter

